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atended, Mr. Kenyon’s first novel ornate study aristo- 

an. Jed, cratic society during the hectic years the French 
Toby Revolution and the Napoleonic Court based the 


xtended 
Toby 
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turbulent career the Creole girl who rose from insular 
poverty mistress and eventually wife Napoleon. 
The author says his purpose: “The story have 
aimed the story Josephine the woman rather 
than Josephine the Empress.” The reader who follows 
the heroine through concubinage with nine paramours, 
however, will interpret this euphemism gentle 
allusion her career parlor, bedroom, and bath 
rather than the Council Chamber. 


ear for 
ating 


first meet Josephine (under her original name 


Marie-Joseph-Rose before Napoleon changed it) 
ryland girl sixteen swimming nude with army officer 
her native Martinique. The scene way symbolic. 
Later she goes France become the Vicomtess 
Beauharnais marriage arranged her parents. 
Great Without love, the union proves immediate failure; 
$0.50. but the time Alexandre, her self-centered husband, 
abandons his Pygmalion experiment making her into 
intellectual snob like himself and gets divorce, 
has learned the lesson that she later teaches 
her daughter Hortense: “When you’re little older, 
present you might learn that being found out the only thing 
woman ever sorry about.” She combines physical 
this kind gay personality, wit, and willingness the 
not expedient thing into perfect formula for success amid 
the dissolute dignity French salon society. 
The Reign Terror brings most that society the 
guillotine and prison. Yet even behind bars Josephine 
finds adultery useful weapon; and when she freed, 
decolletage and filmy remain the means 
which she again establishes herself the favor 
people who matter. mistress Barras, head the 
Army, she first meets his assistant, Napoleon, and 
makes another immediate conquest. 
his Though Napoleon madly love with her, she 
lovely, marriage the rough Corsican only means 
story, removing the debts which she constantly in- 
clothing, Eventually, however, Josephine ernerges from 
wholly marital promiscuity, which cools her husband’s 
ardor and drives him seek the favor other women, 


into genuine affection and monogamous fidelity. There- 
after roughly half the book devoted their 
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LITERARY GUILD—JUNE SELECTION 


life together Napoleon proceeds from his conquest 
Italy through the military operations, ecclesiastical 
maneuvering, and political schemings that bring him 
coronation the Pope Emperor France. 


The multiplicity intricate details involved the 
account does not bear brief summary, but held 
together primarily three structural elements: Napo- 
leon’s activities advance his own ambitions; Jose- 
phine’s collaborative efforts her husband’s behalf 
well for the children her first marriage; and the 
endless feud between Josephine and the Bonaparte 
family, who intensely resent and seek destroy her. 


When the birth illegitimate son convinces Napo- 
leon that their barren marriage not occasioned 
sterility himself, resolves with grim reluctance 
divorce. Josephine retires country estate, whence 
she witnesses the marriage Marie-Louise, the disaster 
Russia, the abdication, and finally exile Elba be- 
fore she dies with guilty sense having failed 
contribute her life with Napoleon the substance that 
might have changed its course. 


The varied and intimate characterizations constitute the 
chief merit the book: the cheap and priggish Alex- 
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Kenyon McCormick Long Waltari 


andre; the crude and hard-headed Joseph Bonaparte; 
the wily and enigmatic Fouché, Minister Police and 
Josephine’s chief tellow conspirator; Napoleon’s curious 
mixture purposefulness and vacillation; Josephine’s 
self-indulgence, facile mind, strange principles, extrava- 
gance, resourcefulness, and improvidence. The co- 
herent handling complex narrative also impres- 
sive; but one can scarcely commend the heavy, almost 
patterned, reliance erotic incident way that 
inevitably recalls Forever Amber and similarly invites 


restricted reading. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


McCormick, Theodora Freedom’s Way 
Funk Wagnalls. June 1953. 450p. $3.50. 
Eighteen-year-old Caroline Matilda Carey, daughter 
English vicar and but recently maid honor 
King George the Third’s court, had her first look the 
American colony wearing the iron collar and chains 
Arrested for having stolen some the royal 
jewels prank, she had served four months New- 
gate prison and barely escaped the hangman’s knot. 
Now sentenced exile indentured servant, she 
would automatically become the property whichever 
the planters bid the best price when the boat docked 
Annapolis. 

From such inauspicious beginning, Caroline Matilda, 
repeatedly mistaken for the similarly named refugee 
queen Denmark, was destined become one the 
most pursued and proposed beauties along the 
eastern seacoast. After bold escape from her first 
purchaser with the sly, not unattractive rogue, Jack 
Bell, she was hired Charles Duane, owner the 
plantation Pride, governess for his four children. 


Pride, languishing’ under series misfortunes, had 
had curse ever since Mrs. Charles had blas- 
phemed the Lord when her two children died, the 
colored cook, Selina, informed Caroline Matilda. Domi- 
nated Hannah Williams, Duane’s vindictive sister-in- 
law, was not happy place for clever, high spirited 
But provided least comfortable, pre- 
carious, sort asylum with opportunity repay 
the man who had befriended her. 


Amid cries “taxation without representation,” the 
shrewd observations Ben Franklin, and the walk-on 
appearance several historical figures, Theodora Mc- 
Cormick tells pretty good yarn. plainly ele- 
mental all the way through, with great depth the 
character studies, but few the scenes catch the 
rhythm plantation life and the spirit mob rule 
that helped fan the revolution white heat. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


* * 


Long, Margaret Affair the Heart 
Random House. May 29, 1953. 376p. $3.50. 

There considerable amount social significance 
this novel, but inexpert quality the construc- 
tion deprives some the importance should 
have. was clever idea let look the prob- 


Best 


lems the negro small Georgia town showing 
them through the eyes Carter Kelly, 
woman, bitter and frustrated the collapse her 
marriage. Carter’s husband had deserted her for an- 
other woman shortly after the death their little girl, 
and she went back from New York her old home 
Georgia get job The Despatch with some her 
old friends. But just looks though was going 
one more story hard-boiled crowd with the 
usual drinking, bad language and casual morals, the 
emphasis the story shifts the attitude these 
whites toward the negro. There nothing particularly 
striking the various points view; have heard 
all before. And the various frame-ups and injustices 
toward the colored population are all too painfully 
familiar. But told with good deal feeling and 
freshness that may touch some hearts the reading, 
can pray that will. might have guessed that 
Carter and her husband would brought together 
again the end the book, but the method original. 
The Despatch will not permit the reporting these 
injustices, for although the owner likes pose 
liberal has his advertising clientele think of. 
Carter and her newspaper friends and wealthy 
quaintance are proposing start rival paper; and the 
others their desire patch things between Carter 
and her husband, Lorin, offer the editorship Lorin. 
After that are only few pages from the happy 
ending, and was nice idea make Carter acknow- 
edge Lorin openly her husband, for the first time 
since their separation, the colored doctor, D’Judson. 


The book far too episodic and diffuses its interest 


too much among different people. But the real flaw 
that with much that both poignant 
warming there should frank descriptions open 
immorality and much that disagreeable the 


guage. this reason, cannot unreservedly 
recommended. 
Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 
Purchase, New York 


Waltari, Mika The Dark Angel 
Putnam. May 25, 1953. 374p. $3.75. 


Descendant the Angeli and rightful heir the 
throne Byzantium, Jean Ange (John Angelos; 
vanni Angelo) was born Avignon the shadow 
the Pope, later married wealthy Florentine hag, 
serted her, “took the Cross,” and was captured the 
Turks Varna. From slavery had risen the 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 


(Ila) 

The Silver Chalice 

The Golden Admiral (IIb) 
Steamboat Gothic (IIb) 

The Caine Mutiny (IIb) 

East Eden (IIb) 

The Second Happiest Day (IIb) 
Prince Bart (IV) 

The Sojourner (1) 

Kiss Again, Stranger (Ila) 


Steinbeck 
Phillips 
Kennedy 
Rawlings 
Maurier 


Herzog 
Toynbee 
Rogers 
Johnston 
Marshall 


Annapurna (Ila) 

The World and the West (Ila) 
Angel Unaware (Ila) 
The Legendary Mizners (Ila) 


The White Rabbit (Ila) Feb. 


position confidant the Sultan. September, 
1452 was strangely released the Sultan with 
gift bag jewels. Thus was able appear 
Constantinople, figure mystery, Latin, and 
fanatic dedicated the end dying the inevitable 
fall the “New Rome,” time for the opening page 
The Dark Angel. the day the proclamation 
the Union with Rome, with the Turks preparing 
invest the city, John meets and loves Anna Notaras, 
proud daughter the Admiral the Emperor’s fleet. 


Begin the complication. Lucas Notaras betray the 
city the Sultan curry favor and frustrate the 
Union the Churches? Anna spy, tempt the 
dark angel his doom? Giustiniani, the Genoese 
captain, abandon the city its John Angelos 
himself emissary the Sultan? what device 
will John, whose journal forms the narrative, enabled 
here, there and everywhere when any thing 
happening? Anna come again tomorrow? 


The answers these, and questions more trivality, 
will found the overblown turgidity The Dark 


Angel. 


The novel does, most this genre today, exploit 
setting relatively unfamiliar readers fiction. 
merits lie this, and some good battle pictures. 
Storywise, however, suffers from too great stress 
silly “love-angle.” Long lectures history and 
the character Mohammed are injected into roman- 
and other, conversations, provide background. 


The religious background the author does not under- 
stand except facet pure politics. The hero him- 
self, for all his mysticism and fanaticism, and for all 
the fact that unaccountably performs miracle, 
not true believer, and his apostasy from Rome order 
enter bigamous marriage with Anna not in- 
credible. What incredible his mystical agonizing 
before surrendering her. 


Many histories and several encyclopedias furnish more 
accurately and succinctly the worthwhile matter The 
Dark Angel. There reason why any adult could 
not read this without scandal, but there reason 
why any adult should. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Spinatelli 


Spinatelli, Carl The Florentine 
Prentice-Hall. May 26, 1953. 404p. $3.95. 

Benvenuto Cellini emerges from the pages his excit- 
ing autobiography fascinating man who lived 
lently, passionately, and daringly age that was 
turbulent, brutal, and brilliant. Readers the auto- 
biography either dislike Cellini hail him proto- 
type the modern man. all readers im- 
mensely interesting. Regardless how much one sus- 
pects him lying bragging about his exploits, the 
extent his daring and courage and artistic genius 
age genius and physical violence indeed for- 
midable. And therein lies tale, custom made, for 
the writer who ignores the enduring significance 
literary document detaching from its historical 
context, and thus reduces grubbing ground for 
exploitation literary market that caters the 
prurient and the misguided. 


Cellini’s autobiography work which lends itself 
quite readily exploitation this kind; more than 
the documents, literary historical, the many 
other outstanding personalities the Italian Renais- 
sance. Only exceptionally competent literary artists 
have created genuine fiction out the personalities 
such complex, dynamic, and expansive men genius 
Machiavelli, Michelangelo, Vinci, and the prin- 
cipal figures the Medici, Borgia, Sforza 
Cellini, however, has the particular distinction being 
the exemplar that aspect thé Italian Renaissance 
which characterized passion, violence, and artistic 
brilliance the exclusion all the abiding and pro- 
foundly vital achievements the era. Hence his auto- 
biography singularly tempting lure, juicy morsel, 
plump full best-seller calories: passion, lust, murder, 
sex, intrigue. Carl Spinatelli leaped the bait, ate 
more than his fill, digested nothing, and proceeded 
write The Florentine. 


the Foreword this novel, Mr. Spinatelli hurls 
brazen insult the readers intelligence and callously 
perverts the cause and nature the novel literature. 
writes: “This not tale for the queasy, the 
squeamish, the pure mind. you are such, 
may cause you great mental anguish.” this ad- 
monition the author sealed his literary death warrant, 
for the time being least. Not only because the pure 
mind are excluded from his select audience, but be- 
cause his style superficial and lifeless reduce 
every scene passion, lust, and violence the level 
burlesque. the Foreword promises certain 
type reader reward for reading through the pages 
this novel. This reviewer admits not “pure 
heart,” and accuses the author literary deception and 
fraud; give him the benefit the doubt, advises 
the author revise the Foreword and lay claim have 
written burlesque Renaissance melodrama the 
manner Mickey Spillane. 


The faults this novel are too numerous and embar- 
rassingly simple illustrate. The author fails bring 
any semblance vital perception the man, Cellini, 
his age. actually strips both man and age 
their inherent vitality. never explores develops 
human feelings, and ignores the complexity human 
relationship age that was riddled through with 
the exacting tensions and conflicts imaginable. 
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Riddell Rich Willard 


His linguistic and metaphorical equipment limited 
elementary, hackneyed combinations, 
clichés which distorts character into caricature, and 
converts the lustful and passionate into the absurdly 
comical. Examples abound every page. When 
Cellini saw, for the first time, the woman who was 
become his mistress, “his entrails corded and tied them- 
selves into knots.” When Cellini’s mistress was pleased 
his attentions, “Her nose wrinkled like rabbit’s.” 
When Cellini was ogling another beautiful woman 
was “mewing and chortling and drooling.” Impressive 
experiences, like Cellini’s first sight Rome de- 
scribed full, follows: “But Rome was vast! 
had ... had Cellini’s eyes, the eyes all the 
characters are just about the most overworked organs 
the human anatomy. His eyes rounded like balls 
the arms the Medici; or, his eyes had devils 
them; or, they were filled with the red glare fury; 
the eyeballs burned though they were being roasted 
the hottest fires hell; his blazing brandy-filled 
eyes; the baggy-eyed goldsmith. Finally, the fourth 
line from the last, “Cellini’s hot eyes wandered again 
the direction the Rome was leaving behind.” 


This novel would have been spared complete critical 
decimation had the author exercised more prudence, 
charity, and restraint the Foreword; had given 
evidence even one scintilla stylistic competence; 
or, his characters had been invested with some 
human qualities heart and mind which were not 
rooted animalistic and viciously naturalistic impulses 
designed rot the soul and consume the flesh. 


Lawrence Pontrelli, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Riddell, Marjorie for Mother 
Longmans, Green. Apr. 22, 1953. 114p. $3.00. 

slim little book that immensely amusing, for 
Mother has been priced right out proportion its 
publishers. Perhaps that was deemed necessary 
view the fact that illustrator well the author 
had considered. Although the illustrations are 
most instances effective and admirable rapport 
with the content the chapters, could have cheer- 
fully done without them make sure that this parcel 
gentle and genuine spoofing maternal worry for 
chick that has left the nest would reach wider audi- 
ence. 


Mostly, each chapter retells the gist period cor- 
respondence between daughter, now working Lon- 
don and living “on her own,” and Mother home 
English village. Mother full mild rebuke 
her daughter such subjects her failure earn 
such prizes marks school, (years before), could 
boasted about aunt visiting from Australia; 
daughter’s casual attitude toward the problem land- 
ing man for marriage; her carelessness about writing 
news herself and doings London might retold 
the matronly meetings the village butcher shop. 


Mother not mad, even though she bit distracted 
her writing. And one the best, most involved, 
chapters—(none the chapters runs more than five 
six pages)—gives kind blow-by-blow account 


SELLERs 


the inter-communication between Mother and double 
handful Aunts. 


for Mother delightfully chucklesome; but the 
man who tagged Three Dollars for 114 pages was 
bit chuckleheaded. 


Rich, Louise Dickinson 
Lippincott. Apr. 15, 1953. 223p. $3.00. 


Louise Dickinson Rich writes warmly human and per- 

sonal story. Readers who were charmed her first 

book, Took the Woods, will eager learn 

the years since; and these she describes Only 


When the Rich children, boy and girl, were still 
very young, their father died suddenly. This was eight 
years ago and Mrs. Rich now tells her efforts, and 
they were valiant, fill both parents’ places. 


educate the children, she had take them away 
from their beloved woods and “come out” for ten 
months the year. The contrast between life town 
and the woods amusingly shown; not the 
usual city versus country controversy. 


When Mrs Rich makes the decision that they should 
have summer the beach, Rufus and Dinah are far 
from enthusiastic. The end summer, however, finds 
them eager repeat their sojourn the cottage the 
ocean. Visiting firemen, housekeeping mishaps, learn- 
about shells and shellfish all added the family 
un. 


One chapter portrays nine-year-old Dinah’s reaction 
long awaited trip New York. are shown the 
Big City through child’s first views toy stores, 
Central Park, hotel life and subways. 

the final chapter, entitled “As Is,” the author 


sums some the pitfalls, drawbacks, 
parenthood. 


Only Parent 


would have been easy have created atmosphere 
smugness this book, but Mrs. Rich has sense 
humor that enables her describe the trivia family 
life pleasantly and appealing way expressing 
homely wisdom. One feels that the Rich children are 
rich indeed their only parent. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


* 


Willard, Jack The Wire God 
Doubleday. Mar. 1953. 348p. $3.95. 

This the story heel. George McCord his name 
—G. Truett McCord, you please—and 
blackguard not found the whole world 
“top-drawer” executives (to borrow pious phrase 
from the Time Magazine liturgy). President 
and General Manager the World Press Service. 
the conclusion the book receiving Unite 
Nations award from the hands the President the 
United States the one newspaperman who has done 
most for the cause “peace and brotherhood and 
international freedom the press.” doesn’t de- 
serve the award, just doesn’t deserve the high 
office that holds, for cheat and phony and 
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collaborator with the governments Iron Curtain 
countries. Not that Communist—even Com- 
munist has perverted philosophy sort, and George 
has philosophy. simply that George will 
anything that thinks will profitable him. 
is, indeed, kind Hobbesian abstraction: the auto- 
matically selfish man. 


The long road from French Point, Texas, where George 
was born, New York and the World Press executive 
offices paved, were, with the prostrate forms 
George’s victims. hasn’t killed them, only used 
them and walked over them, but two them have 
died account him: one, woman who commits 
suicide because deserts her; the other, the head 
World Press, who has heart attack the right time— 
for George, that is. fact, George the process 
being fired, his bad record having finally caught with 
him, when the Old Man stricken. George alone 
with him the office, and instead administering his 
medicine and calling physician, quietly allows his 
most important victim expire. the new 


head World Press. 


Well, there you have it—or most it, any rate. 
Add few erotic episodes, plus little information 
about the operation the newspaper wire-service, and 
that about sums up. The trouble that George 
too much monster. would take Dickens 
make believe him. 

Herzer, 


Loyola College, 


Eberdt, Sister Mary Lois, 
and Schnepp, Brother Gerald 

Industrialism and the Popes 
Kenedy. May 20, 1953. 245p. $3.50. 


The jacket this book quotes the present reviewer 
congratulating the authors “on the thoroughness 
their research.” says that they “have combed the 
field well and should have definitive collection 
material connected with the Industry Council Plan.” 
the transition from manuscript printed book the 
authors have, possible, even added the complete- 
ness and thoroughness their research. 


Yet this very thoroughness constitutes one the chief 
obstacles the full usefulness the study. 
social order. Practically every significant statement 
dealing directly indirectly with the reorganization 
economic life included. The result mixture 
which times appears too rich. There little distinc- 
tion made between the essential and nonessential, be- 
tween vital material directly related the project and 
incidental points more pertinent Catholic 
social and political thought. 


aid future revisions this highly useful work, 
the following suggestions are offered. First, there should 
much more textual material the authors ex- 
planation and background for the papal pronounce- 
ments. For example, the eight chapters Part Two 
follow the outline set Father Trehey 
his excellent dissertation, Foundations Modern 
Guild System. reader unfamiliar with the reasons 


Eberdt Suhard 


behind the Trehey division would quite puzzled 
this outline. 


Secondly, there should some distinction between 
primary and highly pertinent texts and those which are 
less important. Certain chapters could well omitted 
only indirectly connected with the problem. 
other chapters, less vital passages might set off typo- 
graphically from those which are more important. For 
example, 20, the authors might better have quoted 
Humani Generis, No. 20, bolster the teaching author- 
ity papal encyclicals. 


Finally the authors should check for possible errors 
which have slipped into their commentary. There 
much confusion pp. 57-74 between union participa- 
tion management the plant level, which Pope Pius 
XII calls “of secondary importance” (p. 129) and which 
even opposes certain forms, and labor participa- 
tion the public ordering the economy, which 
right. the authors give public-legal status 
free associations, comparing them municipal govern- 
ment. This appears misreading Quadra- 
gesimo Anno, No. 87. 


Many difficulties arise when papal statements about 
contemporary conditions are applied the present 
time. Thus, 156, stated that the distribution 
wealth and income today unfair, basing this com- 
ment 1931 statement Pope Pius XI. Actually, 
there have been enormous changes American pat- 
terns income distribution the twenty-two year 
interval. Every available study indicates egalitarian 
trends, both before and after taxes. This but one 
instance many which the authors apply contingent 
historical judgments the popes conditions which 
have changed the interval. 


These critical comments are offered suggestions for 
more useful work, when the time for revision arrives. 
the present form, feared that the book may 
appeal only scholars thoroughly versed the back- 
ground material needed assess its contents. 


Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Suhard, Emmanuel Cardinal The Church Today 
Fides. May 15, 1953. $4.75. 


Emmanuel Cardinal Suhard was appointed archbishop 
Paris 1940, the year which the Nazis became 
the masters France. was sixty-six years age 
the time and his previous career the dioceses 
Bayeux-Lisieux and Reims had not been particularly 
noteworthy. But during his nine years the French 
capital attracted world-wide attention. First all, 
allowed some his priests work factories 
order come contact with the working-people who 
had been lost the Church and secondly, his pastoral 
letters were not the routine notices that bishop sends 
his flock various times. They transcended the 
needs his own archdiocese and country and went 
heart the problems that are troubling the world 


Seven these pastoral letters are now brought together 
for the first time English translation Father 
Louis Putz and other teachers the University 


Kernan Ferraro 


Notre Dame. They discuss the following subjects, the 
Providence God, the Parish Community, the Church 
and Private Property, the Christian Family, Growth 
Decline, the Meaning God, and Priests among Men. 
The translators also included the Spiritual Diary which 
the author wrote over period years. Sally Cassidy 
writes brief biography Cardinal Suhard, and Bishop 
John Wright Worcester summarizes his principal 
ideas excellent introduction. 


The cardinal vividly aware the false doctrines 
about God, religion, the power the state, and the 
rights families and workingmen that are prevalent 
the world today. Atheistic Communism only the 
most glaring example moral deterioration, 
cancer that eating away our Christian civilization. 
What policy should the Church adopt the present 
There are some who believe that Catholics can 
save the world their prayers and sacrifices, while 
others hold that they must take active part bring- 
ing the world back sanity and sanctity inspiring 
the heads government and business well the 
fathers and mothers families with the teachings 
Christ. 

The cardinal writes kindly about the Catholics these 
two opposing camps. Some the most beautiful pages 
this book are the life self-immolation that 
priests and lay people will have lead. But this 
his opinion not enough. Both them must join 
forces bringing the spirit Christianity into the halls 
government, the market-place, the factory, and the 
home. This may mean many places, France, 
radical departure from the methods evangelization 
that were followed the past, but justifies these 
innovations appealing the encyclicals the recent 
pontiffs. 

The cardinal did not write these letters the spur 
the moment. They were the result long and 
careful study theology, philosophy, and Church his- 
tory. hope that priests and lay people will read 
and meditate upon this book and the thought-provoking 
ideas that are found almost every page. 
the whole the translation excellent but there are 
some printing mistakes which should corrected 
the second edition, and the third letter the 
Church and Private Property there are not few in- 
stances faulty collocation and poor choice 


words. 
Rev. Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 
= 
Kernan, William Road Certainty 
McKay. May 22, 1953. 204p. $3.00. 


May 10, 1953, Rev. William Kernan, assistant 
the Episcopalian Church St. James the Less, Scars- 
dale, New York, determined seek admission the 
Catholic Church. Not few his former parishioners 
were seriously disturbed this drastic decision. This 
book effort “to discharge responsibility 
friends telling them experiences, the hope 
that they would understand the reasons for decision 
and helped thereby find peace soul.” 

The story, autobiographical form, begins 
1907. The son Methodist mother and Baptist 


father, the author traces his childhood rather briefly. 
The real biography begins when sixteen and living 
ardent desire please God. His college career brought 
him Yale where became Episcopalian. the 
end college, went divinity school. His first 
parish was California mission. During this period, 
Kernan married Jean Fort. was during this period 
that the problem authority the Church, the prob- 
lem certainty regards the nature Christ’s Church, 
began create real malaise. For while, resigned 
from the ministry, only return the work, but 
always with the same problems. 


From California, the author moved pastorate 
New Jersey. Here came into national prominence 
conflict with the Hague group Jersey City and 
series broadcasts rebuttal Father Coughlin. 
With this development, began divide his time 
between the ministry and radio and lecture work. For 
while was taken the Liberal group New 
York. Eventually broke with them. this time 
the problem the nature truth, the 
nature Christ’s Church paramount. The problem 
finds its solution the letter his bishop which the 
author acquaints him with his decision become 
Roman Catholic. 


The book well written slightly journalistic style. 
interesting many counts. Across its pages march 
many public figures the past fifteen years and 
them, the history the previous two decades 
counted. Even though know the conclusion ad- 
vance, the story soul’s quest for truth always 
fascinating. The tone the book warm and en- 
thusiastic. His comments are restrained and always 
charitable. Finally one left inspired awe the 
courage man with responsibility wife and chil- 
dren who resigns his livelihood response the 
eternal invitation, “Come, follow Me.” 


James Redding, Ph.D., 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Ferraro, Norma Downey Few Are Chosen 
Harper. May 13, 1953. 307p. $3.50. 

you have three dollars and fifty cents spend 
book, not spend Few Are Chosen Norma 
Downey Ferraro. You will cheated. sense 
this book satisfying experience; offends against all 
the canons art, against good taste, and against ordi- 
nary common sense. 


The author the book, according the jacket blurb 
“deeply religious woman.” maintain that she 
may be, but that this book does not give the reader any 
evidence that she religious, and certainly shred 
evidence that she deeply so. Further, the jacket 
blurb are told how the author came write this 
book. “The idea was born the day that came across 
old box which had kept the souvenirs that 
time: the piece leather the prayer book and 


the letter written the old nun who had 
cruited into the What are these 
ories which she has kept all these They are the 
least the memories which should have made her 
store she stayed religious community long 
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have been qualified for first profession, have lived 
for year professed religious, and finally, have 
left the community seek her happiness marriage. 
And that the big quarrel with the book. There 
nothing except plethora adolescent-boarding- 
school-caliber escapades, where there should have been 
the tracing with delicate fingers, with sympathetic and 
understanding maturity, the growth soul the love 
and service God. 


The material this book shoddy, second third 
rate sensationalism which will appeal all those who 
are anxious that the men our day persuaded 
think that the Church and her religious are failing, 
have already failed, build the City God. How 
could any build who came the work she and her 
companions came, and remained? She tells us: that 
she entered the convent “because wanted terribly 
around people who did care“ 7); how plagued 
she was until she found worthy (?) motive—to give 
love and understanding the lonely ones” (p. 18); 
that the convent was “color, adventure and escape.” 
(p.23) These are selfish dispositions, and the pity 
that they remain the only dispositions which she 
chooses speak of. 


Life the convent not series “gettings away 
with it.” Some people may make this; they are not 
truly religious; they may live God’s house; hardly 
think that they may considered His household. 
this book, not one Sister, omit the one who 
this orphan from Newfoundland and 
brought her along with some other postulants Cali- 
fornia where all this supposed have taken place, 
not one Sister pictured giving any serious thought 
her spiritual formation, not even making at- 
tempt toward the keeping the rule which she 
judged. The canonical year, prescribed the 
Holy See order that the young religious may have 
time which put down deep roots, store 
spiritual energy, prepare herself contemplation 
for the action demanded active community, this 
year grace disposed these words: “Novices 
general think the year having been instituted 
test their spirit sacrifice and sense mortification, 
and they rarely consider that actually very prac- 
tical solution the problem gearing great institu- 
tion perfection, with yearly new crop strong 
young women keep the linens well ironed, meals 
served well, kitchen cleanly scrubbed and chapel highly 
polished.” 


From artistic point view this book also failure. 
pointed out, none the characters the book 
has anything good, neither the aspirants, the mis- 
tresses, the superiors, nor the clergy associated with the 
Sisters the work the parochial school. There 
inner conflict; what struggle there is, mock 


shall break the most rules the most success- 


Who shall excel uncharitableness? How then 


can there possibly any wholeness? 


this true account her life the convent, 
one led believe from the jacket, then Norma 


wney Ferraro should have named names and been 
willing document her findings. this fiction 
one led believe the author’s note, “The char- 
acters and places and circumstances this book are 


Poelman Boyle 


composites. factual portrayal intended,” then 
the most fantastic fantasy. not true fiction for 
does not re-create God’s world, nor God’s house, nor 
God’s household. 


The last two pages are significant any other pair 
the book. What does the author mean when she 
says, “During those latter months the convent had 
come believe the dominance free will the 
shaping our lives; now not all sure about 
this woman now Catholic? she not, 
why did she write such book? she is, how could 
she? All that lovely the religious life she has re- 
duced sham; all that holy has been eliminated; 
all that sacred and mysterious the binding the 
religious soul her spouse she has soiled with her 
insinuations, her talk crushes, her talk sex satis- 
faction. 


Leap Over the Wall had the merit sincerity and 
truth. This book read has neither. Leave 
alone. 

Sister Mary William, 

The College St. Catherine, 

St. Paul Minnesota 


Poelman, Abbe Roger How Read the Bible 


Kenedy. 
This delightful book. 


The author gives very interesting digest the history 
the progressive revelations made God mankind. 
sketches this history, the author clearly indicates 
the sections the Bible which should read, order 
get fuller appreciation the grandeur and bounty 
God’s designs for the Jewish nation and for all men. 
Especially intriguing are the author’s cross-references 
other sections Sacred Scripture which treat 
correlated ideas. 


This reviewer thinks that this little book cannot 
recommended too highly lay readers who are inter- 
ested the study the Bible, seminarians who are 
looking for brief digest the history Divine Reve- 
lation, and busy priests. This book distinct addi- 
tion any Catholic library. 


William Herlihy, S.J., 


University Scranton 
* 


Boyle, George Father Tompkins Nova Scotia 
Kenedy. May 20, 1953. 234p. $3.00. 

This study leadership, the biography one 
the great leaders contemporary people’s move- 
ment. But the subject this book, Father “Jimmy” 
Tompkins Nova Scotia, presents unusually diffi- 
cut challenge biographer. Father Tompkins never 
wrote very much, spoke public only rarely and, 
removed from university environment, carried out 
his most effective work from backward parish 
fog-chilled, rocky Nova Scotia coast. 


What was the secret leadership this frail little 
priest? George Boyle, who has written biographies 
Alphonse Desjardins, the great North American pioneer 
co-operative credit, and Archbishop Neil MacNeil, 
powerful figure Canadian Catholicity, has this 


book subject whom knew personally and obviously 
loved very much. Boyle’s love his subject permeates 
the work; his tender descriptions the harsh Nova 
Scotia scene could only have been written native 
son who sees the underlying beauty and charm what 
—to alien—is most formidable landscape. Even 
the fogs and blizzards, seen through Boyle’s eyes, lose 
their chill and terror. 


Strangely, this affection does not seem bias the biog- 
raphy; but rather lends sympathetic insight that 
helps penetrate the subtle essence Father Tomp- 
kins’ leadership genius. 


Boyle does try scrupulously fair assigning credit 
for the accomplishments the Antigonish Movement 
individual members that extraordinary band 
pioneers who built it: Father Hugh MacPherson, Msgr. 
Coady, the late MacDonald, and many 
others. But movement this kind individual 
contributions are hopelessly entangled. The book is, 
however, contribution the history and interpreta- 
tion modern movement social reform, conducted 
under Catholic leadership. 


Some the book belongs the what might have been. 
Father Tompkins and some other educational leaders 
the Maritime Provinces shared dream, with the 
leaders the Carnegie Corporation, maritime uni- 
versity where small maritime colleges all denomina- 
tions would united first class university modeled 
after Oxford, or, this continent, the University 
Toronto. For his aggressive advocacy this idea Father 
Tompkins was dismissed from his position vice- 
rector St. Francis Xavier University and placed 
not too affluent parish Canso, with mission Little 
Dover, fishing port sunk abysmal economic misery. 
Possibly apart from demonstrating that institutions— 
even those concerned with 
ance their leaders, this might said show that 
even mistakes religious superiors can lead higher 
good. Boyle does not make this point, however. 


Boyle shows how Father Tompkins conquered the grief 
that tore his soul the collapse his dreams and 
visions. mastered also the illnesses caused the 
harsh climate the coast. resisted attractive offers 
leave Nova Scotia; Bishop Kelley Oklahoma, 
among others, tried secure his services. Instead, 
Father Tompkins inspired the dejected fishermen the 
coast organize, and especially study; and their 
accomplishments spread the movement 
the downtrodden all lands hope and work for 
better life. 


The last chapters the book must have been exceed- 
ingly difficult write. Father Tompkins’ frail body 
was burned out after lifetime strenuous endeavor 
and all his faculties disintegrated senility set in. 
died May this year, after the book was printed. 
His work with co-operatives, with libraries, with re- 
vivified people goes on. This book, the study the 
subtle, challenging type leadership embodied 
Father Tompkins, will carry his message inspiration 
and leadership still wider fields. 


John Croteau, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Weinreb Gardner Best Articles, 1953 


-“The article provides information subject. 


Best SELLERs 


Weinreb, Nathaniel Norsen The Babylonian 
Doubleday. May 28, 1953. $3.95. 


This reviewer found this book very dull. 


Beledar, physician and friend Nebuchadnezzar, was 
sent espy the causes contention the vassal city 
Jerusalem. There becomes embroiled with 
Egyptian ambassador and Devora, handsome, sensual 
woman. After number adventures, most which 
are poorly narrated, Beledar sees the foolishness his 
agnosticism, and realizes the grandeur monotheism. 
has also, meanwhile, resolved his conflict with 
Devora; and the end seems likely that and 
Devora shall marry and live happily ever after. 


William Herlihy, 


University Scranton 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 

The Case the Hesitant Hostess 
Apr. 20, 1953. 275p. $2.50. 
Another Perry Mason mystery involving the usual trial 
and brilliant success that are the trademarks this 
series. innocent man, elderly, living alone and not 
well, saved from charge robbery and one 
murder, both “trumped up’ charges. Mr. Mason, quot- 
ing ethical principles all over the place, cleverly proves 
that the old man innocent and places the guilt where 
belongs. 


The “hesitant hostess” hostess nightclub who 
becomes the star witness. 


Unlike many the later Perry Mason mysteries, this 
one has relatively little legal chicanery actually 
follows the principles Mr. Mason keeps repeating. The 
usual motto Mr. Mason lately seems “any 
means any end long you win.” This tale, 
being more like the earlier Perry Mason stories, 
ommended for spending few hours leisure time. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


* * * 


Morrow. 


Best Articles, 1953 

Twenty-five most memorable articles the year. Selected 
Flesch. Hermitage House. May 25, 1953. 
Mr. Flesch, lecturer New York University whose 
specialty language psychology, made his selection for 
this book from American magazines. The final 
selection included articles from magazines, from 
Harpers, from the New York Times Magazine, from 
Colliers, from the Saturday Eevening Post and one 
from each the other fourteen. 


his interesting introduction, “In praise the article,” 
Mr. Flesch puts forth his ideas the place the 
article present day literature. states that “Until 
short time ago the editorial content American 
azines was dominated fiction. Now the article 
king. Editors seem resigned the fact that their 
readers’ interest fiction steadily waning. The 
readers crave (articles) food for thought.” 


Again Mr. Flesch compares the article the essay— 
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essay, properly speaking, doesn’t have subject, rather, 
has starting point for digressions.” continues 
“To sure, good essay harder write than 
good article, but bad essay immeasurably easier 
write than bad article, and this the more important 
difference. essay, ideally, free exercise the 
mind, article the result self-discipline.” 


While most the articles presented this volume are 
not what this reviewer would consider food for 
thought—prolonged, deep thinking, that is, they are 
interesting for rather light reading, and may present the 
reader with some few new ideas. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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Note: After the reference page and date there 
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Content and Style Too Advanced for 
Adolescents. 
Immoral Language Incidents Which 
Not Invalidate the Book Whole. 
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sible for Discriminating Adults. 
IV. Not Recommended for Any Class Reader. 


Anisimov, The Ultimate Weapon, Apr. 
1953. Ila 

Arkell, Charley Moon, 36. May 15, 1953. 

Athanas, Rogue Valley, 54. June 1953. 

Attwater, Saints Westward, 52. June 1953. 

Auclair, Saint Teresa Avila, 41. May 15, 
1953. Ila 

Aurthur, The Glorification Toolum, 30. 
May 1953. Ila 

Baker, Snips and Snails, 10. Apr. 1953. 

Billington, The Protestant Crusade, 11. Apr. 
1953. 

Bissell, Cents, 46. June 1953. IIb 

Bonner, Hotel Talleyrand, 46. June 1953. III 

Boyle, Father Tompkins Nova Scotia, 61. 
June 15, 1953. 

Brackett, The Starmen, Apr. 1953. IIb 

Brick, The Rifleman, 30. May 1953. IIb 

The Writer America, Apr. 1953. 


Brown, Willa Cather: Critical Biography, 

The Swallows the Garret, 54. June 
1953. 

Carse, The Beckoning Waters, 38. May 15, 
1953. 

Connolly, The Reason for Ann and Other Stories, 
p.17. Apr. 15, 1953. 

Cost, The Hour Awaits, Apr. 1953. Ila 

Can Russia Survive?, 11. Apr. 

Ila 


Index 


Davidson, Astronomy for Everyman, 21. Apr. 
15, 1953. Ila 

Dean, Keys That Unlock the Scriptures, Apr. 
15, 1953. 

Ditzion, Marriage, Morals and Sex, 15, 

Doherty, Lambs Wolfskins, 51. June 1953. 

Doty, The Mark, 38. May 15, 1953. 

Great American Parade, 25. May 


Eberdt, and Schnepp, Industrialism and the 


Popes, 59. June 15, 1953. Ila 
Malenkov: Stalin’s Successor, 49. June 
53. 
The Scattered Seed, Apr. 1953. 


Eyster, from the Customary Skies, Apr. 

Falkner, The White Rose Memphis, Apr. 
1953. IIb 

Fellers, for Peace, 28. May 1953. 

Ferraro, Few Are Chosen, 60. June 15, 1953. 

Flesch, Best Articles, 1953, 62. June 15, 1953. Ila 

Friend, Webster’s New World Dictionary the 
American Language, 11. Apr. 1953. 

Gann, The High and the Mighty, 23. May 
1953. IIb 

Gardner, The Case the Hesitant Hostess, 62. 
June 15, 1953. Ila 

Gaul, The Wonderful World Insects, 21. 
Apr. 15, 1953. 

Godden, Kingfishers Catch Fire, 45. June 
1953. Ila 

Goertz, New Heaven, New Earth, 16. Apr. 15, 
1953. IIb 


Greene, Calvery China, 40. May 15, 1953. 
Hall, Corpus Joe Bailey, 47. June 1953. 
Stranger Here, 33. May 15, 1953. 


Hichens, The Marriage Elizabeth Whitacker, 

Highet, People, Places, and Books, 25. May 
1953. Ila 

Hutton, Florence, 43. May 15, 1953. 

Jameson, The Green Man, 48. June 

Jennings, Rogue’s Yarn, 50. June 1953. IIb 

Johnston, The Legendary Mizners, 18. Apr. 15, 
1953. Ila 

Kantor, Daughter Bugle Ann, May 

Karmel, Stephania, 13. Apr. 15, 

Kennedy, Prince Bart, Apr. 1953. 

Kennelly, Good Morning, Young Lady, 34. May 
15, 1953. Ila 

Kenyon, The Emperor’s Lady, 55. June 15, 
1953. 

Kernan, Road Certainty, 60. June 15, 
1953. 

Kirk, The Conservative Mind from Burke Santa- 
yana, 34. May 15, 1953. 

Kohn, Pan-Slavism: Its History and Ideology, 31. 
May 1953. 

Kolodin, The Story the Metropolitan Opera, 
43. May 15, 1953. 


Johannes Ockeghem, 43. May 15, 1953. 
Lanham, and Blanket Boy, 50. 
June 1953. Ila 


The Echoing 35. May 15, 


Lengyel, World Without End: The Middle East, 
Leonowens, Siamese Harem Life, 29. May 
Lewis, Willa Cather Living, Apr. 1953. 
Long, Affair the Heart, June 15, 1953. IIb 
Lowrie, Enchanted Isle, 43. May 15, 1953. Ila 
Fredoom’s Way, 56. June 15, 1953. 


McWilliams, Parish Priest, 32. May 1953. Ila 

Want See God, 39. May 15, 
1953. 

Marshall, Caravan Xanadu, 16. Apr. 15, 
1953. IIb 

Marshall, The General’s Wench, Apr. 
1953. 


Maugham, The Vagrant Mood, 15, 
1953. IIb 

Mayo, Swan’s Harbor, Apr. 1953. IIb 

Mitchell, Two Lives, 35. May 15, 1953. Ila 

Moravia, The Time Indifference, 51. June 
1953. 


Morris, Encyclopedia American History, 44. 
May 15, 1953. 

Mosley, The Mockingbird Piano, 18. Apr. 15, 
1953. 

Narayan, The Financial Expert, 36. May 15, 
1953. IIb 

Noyes, Two Worlds for Memory, 48. June 


1953. 


Payne, The Chieftain, 15, 1953. IIb 

The Man Whistler, 14. Apr. 15, 1953. 

1953. 

Poelman, How Read the Bible, 61. June 15, 
1953. Ila 

Possony, Century Conflict, 19. Apr. 15, 
1953. Ila 

Beyond the Great Forest, May 15, 
1953. 

Reynolds, The Amazing Mr. Doolittle, 29. May 
1953. Ila 

Rich, Only Parent, 58. June 15, 1953. 

Richter, The Light the Forest, 49. June 
1953. 

Riddell, for Mother, 58. June 15, 1953. Ila 

Rogers, Angel Unaware, 21. Apr. 15, 1953. Ila 

Ronald, The Sparks Fly 50. June 
1953. 

Rosenbloom, Peace Through Strength, Apr. 
1953. 

Rowans, Oh, What Wonderful Wedding, 53. 
June 1953. 


Index 


Best SELLERS 


Runes, Soviet Impact Society, 20. Apr. 
15, 1953. Ila 

Salinger, Nine Stories, 18. Apr. 15, 

Scott, Heather Mary, 36. May 15, Ila 

Scott-James, the Mink, 11. Apr. 1953. 

Seager, Amos Berry, 11. Apr. 1953. IIb 

15, 1953. 

Sheppard, Barbe Acarie, Wife and Mystic, 
Apr. 1953. 

Spinatelli, The Florentine, 57. June 15, 1953. 

Stevenson, Major Campaign Speeches Adlai 
Stevenson, 30. May 1953. 

Stuber, Primer Roman Catholicism for 

Suhard, The Church Today, 59. June 15, 1953. 

Teicher, Your Child and His Problems, 20. Apr. 
15, 1953. 

Toynbee, The World and the West, 15. Apr. 
15, 1953. 

The Face the Deep, 52. June 


Uris, Battle Cry, May 15, 1953. 


Walsh, Promises Keep, 40. May 15, 1953. 
Waltari, The Dark Angel, 56. June 15, 1953. IIb 
Weiner, 10. Apr. 1953. IIb 

The Babylonians, 62. June 15, 1953. 


Weisberger, Reporters for the Union, 53. June 


1953. 
Willard, The Wire God, 58. June 15, 1953. 


Apr. 15, 1953. Ila 
Winsnes, Sigrid Undset: Study Christian 


Realism, 26. May 1953. Ila 
Wolfe, Yankee Ships, 31. May 1953. 
Wright, The Outsider, 24. May 
Wu, The Interior Carmel, Apr. 1953. 


Zilahy, The Angry Angel, 26. May 1953. 
Zimmern, The American Road World Peace, 


REPRINTS 


Brooks, The Producer, Apr. 15, 1953. 

Christie, The Boomerang Clue, Apr. 15, 
1953. IIb 


Duncan, Gus the Great, 54. June 1953. 


Fletcher, Toil the Brave, 22. Apr. 15, 1953. 
Venture the East, Apr. 15, 


IIb 
Marshall, The Infinite Woman, 22. Apr. 15, 
1953. 
East Side General, 15, 1953. 


Yerby, Floodtide, 54. June 1953. 


Lofts, Silver Nutmeg, Apr. 15, 1953. 


Lin 
The 
mat 
fait 
som 
and 
one 
non 
and 
live 
kno 
and 
awa 
the 
mus 
The 
doir 
Fr. 
bool 
usec 
and 
and 
1S 
enec 
the 
auth 
good 
warf 
and 
reall 
gang 
brea 
Chu 
char 
est 


